$66.50 IN SAVINGS 


That’s the value of the coupons you 
will find inside today. 
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FOOTBALL FALTER 
Bad penalty, bad kick end UConn’s 
season in 22-21 loss to Cincy. El 
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BASKETBALL ROUT 


Azura Stevens aggressive in UConn’s 
96-62 win over Michigan State. E1 
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A COLDER DAY 
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When Hurricane Maria plunged Puerto Rico into darkness, a group of men in Connecticut decided 
to step up. Determined to help family and friends in need, they set out on an unforgettable journey. 


ELLIOT MATOS lifts Jimmy Velasquez off of his feet as they realize that the team’s shipping container arrived intact to a warehouse in Caguas, Puerto Rico, on Nov. 6. Six weeks after 
Hurricane Maria devastated Puerto Rico, Matos assembled a four-man team of Hoffman Auto Group employees to deliver food and water throughout the island. 


SHARING HOPE 


ANTICIPATION 
First of five parts 


AGUAS, Puerto Rico — 
Elliot Matos had no idea 
what he would find inside 
the 18-wheeler barreling 
toward him, his thoughts forming and 
dissipating like the black smoke 
belching from the vehicle’s exhaust 
pipe. 

He knew what he and his crew had 
loaded into the shipping container in 
Hartford: Donated supplies. Food, 
water and clothing. Items packed with 
love, with hope, in Connecticut, 
destined for people stranded on this 
island. 

His hand-picked team — all 
employees of Hoffman Auto Group in 
East Hartford — had come from 
Connecticut to Puerto Rico on their 
own private relief mission in the wake 
of the devastation from Hurricane 
Maria. Barely two months after the 
storm and after weeks of planning and 
organizing, they were ready to begin. 

The four men jockeyed near the 
mouth of the warehouse’s loading 
dock, impatient. Matos took a deep 
breath and smiled, in spite of his 
mounting fear. 


HARTFORD tothe HOMELAND 


Delivering Relief To Puerto Rico 


Six weeks after Hurricane Maria hit Utuado, Puerto Rico, evidence of the 
damage remains widespread. More than 50 people were killed in the 
storm, and much of the island remains without power. 


in San Juan repacking or “misplacing” 
cargo. They saw how many roads were 
impassable. Anxious about robberies, 
they planned to work under the cover 
of darkness. But now, the anticipation 
of this entire weeklong mission to 
Puerto Rico was in front of them. 

“Let’s get this magnificent bastard in 
here,” Matos yelled as the truck came 
close. 

The quartet’s base of operations was 
a warehouse in Caguas belonging to 
Contract Design Corporation, a 
wholesale furniture company owned 
by George Ayala, Matos’ 
brother-in-law. 

The road to that city, about 40 
minutes south of San Juan, still bore 
the scars of Hurricane Maria even two 
months after her landfall. Most trees 
had been reduced to twisted pillars of 
brown and green. And those were the 
ones still standing. Some were perched 
precariously where they had fallen, 
within arms length of the road, 
stretching out to graze vehicles like so 
many brittle fingers. 

“It never looked like this before,” 
Matos said over a two-way radio as he 
led his caravan of vehicles through the 
streets when they first arrived. “It’s 
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A Ruthless Attack 


“A Connecticut Christmas Carol” 
at the Norma Terris Theatre 
reworks the holiday classic. 
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Survivors Recall Gunfire, Blasts, Screams aps 
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sexual abuse started. Confronting 


Miku 
Kawamura 


Associated Press 


ISMAILIA, Egypt — They arrived in 
five SUVs, took positions across from 
the mosque’s door and windows, and 
just as the imam was about to deliver 
his Friday sermon from atop the pulpit, 
they opened fire and tossed grenades at 
the estimated 500 worshippers inside. 
When the violence finally stopped, 


injured. 

As the gunfire rang out and the blasts 
shook the mosque, worshippers 
screamed and cried out in pain. A 
stampede broke out in the rush toward 
a door leading to the washrooms. 
Others tried desperately to force their 
way out of the windows. 
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the abuser took everything she 
had. Insight, Page B1 
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More Affordable Than 
Downtown Theater. 


from Japan v, ; 
se 
Mehkegan Sun presents 
An Authentic Legendary Production Eric Carnes 
g, J Albano trained dancer, 


AO S A performs in Italy and France 


Dec. 2nd and Dec. 3rd 
Mohegan Sun Cabaret Theater 1 
Dec 8th-10th Y 

See International stars of today- 


Henry 
Seth 


Tickets: (860) 232-8898 or online: albanoballet. re 


with live orchestra ~*iil fin 
Welte Theater, Central CT State Univ., New Britain 


